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w
o
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w
a
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o
u
t

o
f
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h
t.

I
se

e
m

e
d

to
d
e
te

c
t

in
m

y
se

lf
a

so
rt

o
f

sn
e
a
k
in

g
fe

llo
w

-fe
e
lin

g
fo

r
th

e
m

u
m

m
y

in
th

e
m

u
se

u
m

,
a
n
d

a
d
e
sire

to

sw
a
p

n
e
w

s
w

ith
h
im

.
I

w
e
n
t

to
a

w
a
tch

m
a
k
e
r

a
g
a
in

.
H

e
to

o
k

th
e

w
a
tch

cm
r6:

a
ll

to
p
ie

c
e
s

w
h
ile

I
w

a
ite

d
,

a
n
d

th
e
n

sa
id

th
e

b
a
rre

l
w

a
s

“
sw

e
lle

d
.”

H
e

sa
id

h
e

c
o
u
ld

re
d
u
c
e

it
in

th
re

e
d
a
y
s.

A
fte

r
th

is
th

e
w

a
tc

h

a
v
e
ra

g
e
d

w
e
ll,

b
u
t

n
o
th

in
g

m
o
re

.
F
o
r

h
a
lf

a
d
a
y

it
w

o
u
ld

g
o

lik
e

cm
r7:

th
e

v
e
ry

m
isch

ie
f,

a
n
d

k
e
e
p

u
p

su
ch

a
b
a
rk

in
g

a
n
d

w
h
e
e
z
in

g

a
n
d

w
h
o
o
p
in

g
a
n
d

sn
e
e
z
in

g
a
n
d

sn
o
rtin

g
,

th
a
t

I
c
o
u
ld

n
o
t

h
e
a
r

m
y
se

lf
th

in
k

fo
r

th
e

d
istu

rb
a
n
c
e
;

a
n
d

a
s
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n
g

a
s
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h
e
ld

o
u
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r8:

th
ere

w
a
s

n
o
t

a
w

a
tch

in
th

e
la

n
d

th
a
t

sto
o
d

a
n
y

ch
a
n
ce

a
g
a
in

st
it.

B
u
t

th
e

rest
o
f

th
e

d
a
y

it
w

o
u
ld

k
eep

o
n

slo
w

in
g

d
o
w

n
a
n
d
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o
lin

g
a
lo

n
g

u
n
til

a
ll

th
e

clo
ck

s
it

h
a
d

left
b
eh

in
d

cm
r9:

ca
u
g
h
t

u
p

a
g
a
in

.
S
o

a
t
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a
t
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e
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d

o
f
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u
r

h
o
u
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it
w

o
u
ld

tro
t

u
p

to
th

e
ju

d
g
es’
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n
d

a
ll

rig
h
t

a
n
d

ju
st

in
tim

e.
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w
o
u
ld

sh
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a
fa

ir
a
n
d

sq
u
a
re

av
era

g
e,

cm
r10:

and
no

m
an

could
say

it
had

done
m

ore
or

less
than

its
duty.

B
ut

a
correct

average
is

only
a

m
ild

virtue
in

a
w

atch,
and

I
took

this
instrum

ent
to

another

cm
r12:

w
atch

m
aker.

H
e

said
th

e
k
in

g-b
olt

w
as

b
roken

.
I
said

I
w

as
glad

it
w

as
n
oth

in
g

m
ore

seriou
s.

T
o

tell
th

e
p
lain

tru
th

,
I
h
ad

n
o

id
ea

cm
r17:

w
h
at

th
e
kin

g-b
olt

w
as,b

u
t
I
d
id

n
ot

ch
oose

to
ap

p
ear

ign
orant

to
a

stran
ger.
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e
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g-
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cm
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b
o
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b
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t

w
h
a
t

th
e

w
a
tch

g
a
in

ed
in

o
n
e

w
a
y

it
lo

st
in

a
n
o
th

er.
It

w
o
u
ld

ru
n

a
w

h
ile

a
n
d

th
en

sto
p

a
w

h
ile,

a
n
d

th
en

ru
n

a
w

h
ile

a
g
a
in

,
a
n
d

so
o
n
,

u
sin

g
its

o
w

n
d
iscretio

n
a
b
o
u
t

cm
sl9:

th
e

in
terva

ls.
A

n
d

ev
ery

tim
e

it
w

en
t

o
ff

it
k
ick

ed
b
a
ck

lik
e

a
m

u
sk

et.
I

p
a
d
d
ed

m
y

b
rea

st
fo

r
a

few
d
ay

s,
b
u
t

fi
n
a
lly

to
o
k

th
e

w
a
tch

to
a
n
o
th

er
w

a
tch

m
a
k
er.

H
e

6
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sl10:

p
icked
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all
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p
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a
n
d

tu
rn

ed
th

e
ru

in
ov

er
a
n
d

over
u
n
d
er

h
is

glass;
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d
th

en
h
e
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ere
ap

p
eared
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b
e

so
m

eth
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g
th

e
m

a
tter

w
ith

th
e

h
a
ir-trig

g
er.

H
e

cm
sl12:

fi
x
ed

it,
an

d
gave

it
a

fresh
start.
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d
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w
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n
ow

,
ex

cep
t

th
at

alw
ay

s
at

ten
m

in
u
tes

to
ten

th
e

h
an

d
s

w
ou

ld
sh

u
t

togeth
er

like
a

p
air

of
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b
y

su
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a
w
a
tch

,
a
n
d

so
I

w
en

t
a
g
a
in

to
h
a
ve

th
e

th
in

g

rep
a
ired

.
T

h
is

p
erso

n
sa

id
th

a
t

th
e

crysta
l
h
a
d

g
o
t

b
en

t,
a
n
d

th
a
t

th
e

m
a
in

sp
rin

g
w
a
s

n
o
t

stra
ig

h
t.

H
e

a
lso

rem
arked

th
a
t

cm
ss9:

p
arts

o
f
th

e
w
orks

n
eed

ed
h
alf-so

lin
g
.

H
e

m
ad

e
th

ese
th

in
g
s

all
rig

h
t,

an
d

th
en

m
y

tim
ep

iece
p
erform

ed
u
n
excep

tio
n
ab

ly,
save

th
at

n
ow

an
d

th
en

,
after

w
orkin

g

cm
ss10:

alon
g

q
u
ietly

for
n
early

eigh
t

h
ou

rs,
everyth

in
g

in
sid

e
w
ou

ld
let

go
all

of
a

su
d
d
en

an
d

b
egin

to
b
u
zz

like
a

b
ee,

an
d

th
e

h
an

d
s

w
ou

ld
straigh

tw
ay

b
egin

to
sp

in
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cm
ss12:

round
and

round
so

fast
that

their
individuality

w
as

lost
com

pletely,
and

they
sim

ply
seem

ed
a

delicate
spider’s

w
eb

over
the

face
of

the
w
atch.

cm
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S
he

w
ould

reeloff
the

next
tw

enty-
four

hours
in

six
or

seven
m
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and

then
stop

w
ith

a
bang.
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thing

w
as

getting
serious.

T
he

w
atch

had
cost

tw
o

hundred
dollars

originally,
and

I
seem

ed
to

have
paid

out
tw

o
or

three
thousand

for
repairs.

W
hile

I
w
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and
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ssi8:

lo
o
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o
n

I
p
resen

tly
reco

g
n
ized

in
th

is
w
a
tch

m
a
ker

a
n

o
ld

a
cq

u
a
in

ta
n
ce—

a
stea

m
b
o
a
t

en
g
in

eer
o
f

o
th

er
d
ays,

a
n
d

n
o
t

a

g
o
o
d
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g
in

eer,
eith

er.
H

e
exa

m
in

ed
a
ll

th
e

p
arts

carefu
lly,

cm
ssi9:

ju
st

as
th

e
o
th

er
w
atch

m
akers

h
ad

d
o
n
e,

an
d

th
en

d
elivered

h
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verd
ict

w
ith

th
e

sam
e
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n
fi
d
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o
f
m

an
n
er.

H
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said
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“
S
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to
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m
u
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yo
u

w
an

t
to

h
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g
th

e

cm
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m
on

key-w
ren
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th
e
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I
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ed
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on
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e
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ot,
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d
h
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h
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b
u
ried

at
m
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ow

n
exp

en
se.

M
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W
illiam

(n
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d
eceased

,
alas!)

u
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to
say

th
at

a

cm
ssi12:

go
o
d

horse
w
as

a
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o
d
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until
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once,

and
that
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o
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w
atch

w
as

a
go

o
d

w
atch

until
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repairers
got

a
chance

at
it.
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